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CITY OF WILDOMAR – CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item #2.2 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 Meeting Date: June 8, 2011 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM: Dave Fontneau, Police Chief 
  Gary Nordquist, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Traffic Offender Fund Fee 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011 - _____ 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILDOMAR, 
CALIFORNIA, SETTING A VEHICLE IMPOUND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE 

 
 

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS: 
At the February 24, 2011 City Council meeting, the Council approved Ordinance No. 59 
which established the vehicle impound administrative fee for the City.  The ordinance 
requires that the fee be set by City Council Resolution based upon a study 
demonstrating that the fee does not exceed the actual cost of providing the services for 
which it is imposed.   
 
Vehicle Code Section 22850.5 authorized cities to establish procedures for the release 
of properly impounded vehicles, and to impose a charge “equal to its administrative 
costs relating to the removal, impound, storage, or release of the vehicles.”  This 
ordinance requires the Police Department to charge such a fee to the owner of a vehicle 
impounded pursuant to Sections 14602.6, 22651(h), 22651(o), 22651(p), or 22655.5 of 
the California Vehicle Code.  The law requires that the Police Chief propose the fees to 
be levied and the City Council approve the fees by Resolution.     
 
In order to impose a new fee where other statutory procedures do not apply, the City 
must comply with the provisions of Government Code Section 66018 which requires a 
noticed public hearing.  Notices for this public hearing were properly issued and the 
study demonstrating the actual cost of the services covered by the proposed fee is 
attached as Attachment B. 

  



 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
Imposition of the proposed vehicle impound administrative fee will result in a net 
increase in City revenues, offsetting the administrative costs involved with impounding 
of vehicles.  The City has been using general fund money to cover the costs associated 
with impounding vehicles.  Annually this fee will generate approximately $18,000.   
 
 
Submitted by:  Approved by: 
 
 
 
________________________  __________________________ 
Dave  Fontneau   Frank Oviedo 
Police Chief  City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A. Cost of services analysis 
B. Resolution No. 2011 - _____ 
 

 
 
  
 



 

Cost of Services Analysis

Service Desciption Fund Program Account Agency/Department/ Date

Vehicle Recovery Impound 
Fee 100 TBD Police 11/30/2010

Description of Service, Demand, Subsidy and Other Comments:

Personnel Costs
Rates  

Position Hourly Rate Paid Benefit 
Rate

Department 
Rate

Total Burdened 
Labor Cost / Hr.

Hours by Position Per 
Unit

Total Labor Cost 
per Unit of Service

City Staff $45.00 $45.00 0.20 $9.00
Patrol Deputy $128.07 1.00 $128.07

Total Burdened Personnel Costs per Unit of Service $137.07

Material & Rental Costs
Description Cost Each Quantity Required Unit Cost

Total Material & Rental Costs per Unit of Service

Other Costs (Equipment, Building Usage, Part-time Labor w/o Benefits)
Description Cost Each Quantity Required Unit Cost

Vehicle Cost (mileage) $0.92 2 $1.84

Total Other Costs per Unit of Service 1.84
Fee Comparison Data

Jurisdiction
Fee          per 

Hour Total Service Direct Costs $138.91

City of Wildomar $150.00 Dollars Percentage

 
General & 

Administrative*  
Rate @ 15.00% $20.84

City of Canyon Lake $150.00 -$        Total Service Cost / Unit $159.75
City of Lake Elsinore $125.00 (25.00)$   -16.67% Recommended Fee $150.00
Moreno Valley $120.00 (30.00)$   -20.00% Recommended  fee Subsidy $9.75
City of Perris $150.00 -$        Current Fee Amount 0
City of Temecula $116.00 (34.00)$   -22.67% Fee Increase/(Decrease) $150.00

Annual Usage (Number of Tows) 120           
Projected Annual Revenue Impact $18,000.00

The represents the estimated average cost of services provided by the Police staff and City staff  engaged in completing the 
process of towing or impounding a vehicle, completing required documentation, reports and paperwork, sending out legally 
required storage notices, completing data entries and the cost of clerical support staff to process documentation, collect fees 
and process monies received.   The cost recovery would only apply to qualifiying tows (stolen and embezzeled vehicle victums 
are exempt).

More or (Less) than 
Wildomar's Fee 

per Unit of Service

Attachment B

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2011 - _____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, SETTING A VEHICLE 
IMPOUND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE 

WHEREAS, on February 24, 2011, the City of Wildomar has adopted Ordinance No. 59  
entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, ADDING 
CHAPTER 12.56 TO TITLE 12 (“VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”) OF THE WILDOMAR 
MUNICIPAL CODE, ESTABLISHING A VEHICLE IMPOUND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE”; 
and  

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 59 provides that the amount of the vehicle impound 
administrative fee shall be established by resolution of the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, in accord with the provisions of Government Code Section 66018, the City 
properly published notice of a public hearing and held the public hearing on June 8, 
2011, at which time the public was permitted to be heard on this matter; and 

WHEREAS, the City has conducted a study to determine the actual cost of services for 
which the vehicle impound administrative fee has been established demonstrating that 
the actual cost of such services amounts to a total of $159.75; and 

WHEREAS, the City has also analyzed vehicle impound administrative fees charged by 
similar communities in the area and determined that the most common vehicle impound 
administrative fee charged in the area is $150; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to adopt a vehicle impound administrative fee 
consistent with the study conducted to cover the actual cost of the services rendered 
that does not exceed that cost. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILDOMAR DOES HEREBY 
RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I. The vehicle impound administrative fee shall be $150. 

SECTION II. The vehicle impound administrative fee shall take effect as 
provided by law. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June, 2011. 
 

  
 Marsha Swanson 

Mayor 



ATTEST: 
 

  
Debbie Lee, CMC 
City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 

  
Julie Hayward Biggs 
City Attorney 
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